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IIT Institute of Design & the Chicago Loop Alliance
0,0 State & Madison



The Continuing Journey
When you arrive at a new city, there is a 
process of discovering new places and 
people, and orienting yourself to the 
unfamiliar place. 
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New Places
Chicago has many wonderful 
neighborhoods and countless restaurants, 
bars, theatres and playgrounds to be 
discovered. But part of orienting yourself 
to a city is about understanding how it is 
arranged.

http://images.clubzone.com
http://www.chicagomag.com/
galleries/358/6216-whistler_20.jpg

orkposters.com

IIT Institute of Design   CLA Workshop  Fall 2010 Eugene Limb   Sally Wong   Brian Strawn   Elise Metzger   Joseph Shields3



Paris Rome Tokyo
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World City Centers
Other major cities are often arranged 
around emotionally or historically 
significant places.
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The Chicago Grid
Chicago’s origin is not at the geographic 
city center or associated with a particularly 
significant place.



Recenter Chicago Around 0,0
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/hazboy/2763034344/sizes/l/
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How do we connect people to 0,0?
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ART  >  INTERACTION  >  INFORMATION  >  NOSTALGIA
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Prototyping Nostalgia
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Significant Places
We learned that people have many 
significant places in their lives, and 
reflection about where they’ve been, 
where they are, and where they’re going is 
an act of personal recentering.
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Personal Recentering
We can use this idea of personal 
recentering along with recentering 
Chicago around 0,0 to connect people to 
the space.  
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ZERO/ZERO
Recenter: Yourself, Your City
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The Structure
Zero is the embodiment of 0,0 State & 
Madison. It is the anchor point and icon for 
the origin of Chicago’s grid. 
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The Banner
Created for this exhibit by Jenny Beorkrem 
of Ork Posters. It represents the recentering 
of Chicago in a global context. We’ve all 
traveled so far to be part of the Chicago 
community.
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The Words
Information about Zero and how the 
Chicago grid works. Here you will also 
find a link to the website to extend the 
recentering story.
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www.zerozerochi.com
facebook.com/pages/Zero-Zero-Chicago

twitter @zerozerochi



WHERE CHICAGO BEGINS
STATE & MADISON  

brought to you by The Chicago Loop Aliance & IIT Institute of Design

What’s Next?
A Future With ZERO/ZERO



WHERE CHICAGO BEGINS
STATE & MADISON  

ARTIST: PATRICK BLANC 
brought to you by The Chicago Loop Aliance & IIT Institute of Design

WHERE CHICAGO BEGINS
STATE & MADISON  

TRIBUTE TO LOUIS SULLIVAN
brought to you by The Chicago Loop Aliance & IIT Institute of Design

WHERE CHICAGO BEGINS
STATE & MADISON  

ARTIST: JEFF KOONS
brought to you by The Chicago Loop Aliance & IIT Institute of Design
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Artist Interpretations
The CLA may incorporate ZERO/ZERO 
with its current programming that partners 
local artists with CLA sponsored projects.



WHERE CHICAGO BEGINS
STATE & MADISON  

ARTIST: PATRICK BLANC 
brought to you by The Chicago Loop Aliance & IIT Institute of Design
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WHERE CHICAGO BEGINS
STATE & MADISON  

TRIBUTE TO LOUIS SULLIVAN
brought to you by The Chicago Loop Aliance & IIT Institute of Design
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WHERE CHICAGO BEGINS
STATE & MADISON  

ARTIST: JEFF KOONS
brought to you by The Chicago Loop Aliance & IIT Institute of Design
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Mobile Application
A QR code will link users to a designated 
block converter page for mobile moments 
of recentering.
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We Are Here Gallery
The website We Are Here page will display 
a gallery of submissions so visitors can see 
the recentering stories of others.
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Appendix
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